
CurƟss P‐40 KiƩyhawk 43‐5802 
Produced in large numbers the P‐40 or Tomahawk, KiƩyhawk or Warhawk as she was also 
known, was a ruggedly effecƟve and potent fighter. Supplied to the air forces of America, Brit‐
ain, Australia and New Zealand, the P‐40 fought with disƟncƟon in every theatre of operaƟons. 
In Europe and the Western Desert against the Germans and the Italians as flown by aces such 
as Billy Drake and Neville Duke of 112 Squadron, RAF. In the far north, P‐40’s fought with dis‐
ƟncƟon in the AleuƟan Islands off Alaska, as well as in the island‐hopping Pacific campaign 
against the Japanese. They were the main weapon in the China‐Burma‐India campaign and the 
aircraŌ was immortalised by the famous American Volunteer Group, beƩer known as the 
‘Flying Tigers’, achieving 297 confirmed kills. 

Our CurƟss P‐40M, serial number 43‐5802, was manufactured in October 1943 and assigned to 
a RCAF squadron as serial no. 840. She subsequently flew with a number of RCAF squadrons, 
amassing a total of only 732 hours in military service. The aircraŌ was reƟred in 1950 and 
moved to Oregon State University to act as an instrucƟonal aircraŌ. Following a long period of 
storage at Troutdale Airport, Oregon, she was acquired in the late 1970’s by well known P‐40 
expert Tommy Camp, based in Livermore, California. Fortunately, the airframe was found to 
have survived in remarkably good condiƟon and was suitable for a restoraƟon to flying condi‐
Ɵon. This was sympatheƟcally carried out in the early 1980’s and she flew again in 1982. 

Purchased by The Fighter CollecƟon and shipped across the AtlanƟc, she took up residence at 
Duxford in February 1985. There she remained for ten years unƟl 1995 when traded to Chris‐
tophe Jacquard, based at Dijon in France. Re‐registered F‐AZPJ she was operated in France for 
three years unƟl returning to Duxford to re‐join The Fighter CollecƟon in 1998. Placed on the 
UK register as G‐KITT, she conƟnued to be operated by TFC unƟl 2005 when she was pur‐
chased by Hangar 11 CollecƟon and ferried to our hangar at North Weald. Since then she has 
appeared extensively at airshows throughout the UK and further airfield. In May 2009 she was 
flown by Peter Teichman to a former Soviet military airfield near Prague and took part in film‐
ing for the movie ‘Red Tails’ which was released in January 2012.  

We would like to thank owner and pilot Peter Teichman                        
for help in this event. 

 

DAME VERA LYNN D.B.E. LLD, M.Mus 
Dame Vera Lynn is one of our most revered recording arƟsts. Dubbed 'The Forces' Sweetheart' because of her Ɵreless 
work entertaining the troops during the Second World War, she has come to symbolise many of the values the country 
fought to maintain in that conflict. Her recordings of songs such as 'We'll Meet Again' and 'The White Cliffs of Dover' 
have become icons of the war era and of Britain's doughty resistance of the Nazi threat. She was appointed a Dame 
Commander of the BriƟsh Empire in 1975. Now in her nineƟes, Dame Vera is sƟll acƟve in charity work.  

 

      I am so sorry that I can’t be with you today. 

 I think that the work to bring families together is a great thing to         
do and the memorial is a wonderful way of showing this.   

 May I wish you all well at the unveiling of the Canadian  

 Memorial today. 

      Keep up the good work.      

       

         Yours 

       

                             

MESSAGE FROM OUR PATRON 

 CANADIAN ROOTS UK 

Dame  Vera  Lynn      D.B.E.  LLD, M.Mus 
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